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Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Front Royal 3-11-85 (Former Chapter 17 of the 1965 Code including
6-13-83; 4-9-84; 5-14-84); Ord. No. 23-99 repealed former 158-53 “Schedule I: Speed Limits”, 158-54 “Schedule
1I: One Way Streets”; 158-55 “Schedule III: U-turn Prohibitions” and 158-56 “Schedule IV: Parking Prohibited at
All Times”; Amended 158-40 “Establishment of Towing Advisory Board” 1-24-00; Repealed 158-3 “Snow Parking
Plan” 9-26-05; Repealed 158-40 “Establishment of Towing Advisory Board” 7-8-13; Other Amendments noted
where applicable.
HANDICAPPED PARKING
(Adopted 6-13-83)

158-1 DISABLED PARKING SPACES - RESTRICTIONS ON USE

A. No vehicles other than those displaying disabled parking license plates, organizational
removable windshield placards, permanent removable windshield placards, or temporary
removable windshield placards issued pursuant to Title 46.2 of the Code of Virginia or the
laws of another state shall park in any parking spaces reserved for persons with disabilities.

B. No person without a disability that limits or impairs his ability to walk shall park a vehicle
with disabled parking license plates, organizational removable windshield placards,
permanent removable windshield placards, temporary removable windshield placards, or DV
disabled parking license plates issued under Title 46.2 in a parking space reserved for
persons with disabilities that limit or impair their ability to walk except when transporting a
disabled person in the vehicle.

(Amended 3-22-93-Effective Upon Passage)
C. Enforcement.

1. The Town Manager, in his discretion, may establish a volunteer force to enforce this
section of the Front Royal Code provided:
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a. Any such force is placed under the supervision of the Police Department;

b. Volunteers acting pursuant to this section shall not have the power or duty to enforce
any other traffic or criminal laws of the state or Town; and

c. No volunteer acting pursuant to this section shall carry a firearm or other weapon
during the course of his volunteer enforcement duties.

2. A summons or parking ticket for the offense may be issued for violation of this section by
law-enforcement officers, uniformed law-enforcement department employees, or
volunteers acting pursuant this ordinance without the necessity of a warrant's being
obtained by the owner of any private parking area.

3. In any prosecution charging a violation of this ordinance, proof that the vehicle described
in the complaint, summons, parking ticket, citation, or warrant was parked in violation of
this section of the Town Code, together with proof that the defendant was at the time the
registered owner of the vehicle, as required by Title 46.2 of the Code of Virginia, shall
constitute prima facie evidence that the registered owner of the vehicle was the person who
committed the violation.

4. No violation of this ordinance shall be dismissed for a property owner's failure to comply
strictly with the requirements for disabled parking signs set forth in §36-99.1 1, provided
the space is clearly distinguishable as a parking space reserved for persons with disabilities
that limit or impair their ability to walk.

D. Penalties and Towing

1. Fine - Parking a vehicle in a space reserved for persons with disabilities in violation of this
section shall be punishable by a fine of not less than $ 100.00 nor more than $500.00.

2. Towing

a. The owner or duly authorized agent of the owner of a parking space properly designated
and clearly marked as reserved for use by persons with disabilities that limit or impair
their ability to walk may have any vehicle not displaying disabled parking license plates,
organizational removable windshield placards, permanent removable windshield
placards, temporary removable windshield placards, or DV disabled parking license
plates removed from the parking space and stored.

b. The owner of a vehicle which has been removed and stored may regain possession of his
vehicle on payment to the person or persons who removed and stored the vehicle all
reasonable costs incidental to the removal and storage. The owner of the vehicle, on
notice to the owner or duly authorized agent of the owner of the parking space, may also
petition the general district court having jurisdiction over the location where the
parking occurred for an immediate determination as to whether the removal of the
vehicle was lawful. If the court finds that the removal was unlawful, the court shall

158-4



Chapter 158 TOWN OF FRONT ROYAL MUNICIPAL CODE chapter 158

direct the owner of the parking space to pay the costs incidental to the removal and
storage of the vehicle and return the vehicle to its owner.

(Amended Entire Section 6-8-98-Effective 7-1-98)

158-2 PARKING PRIVILEGES FOR DISABLED DRIVERS

A. The disabled person, vehicle owner, or volunteer for an institution or organization to which
disabled parking license plates, organizational removable windshield placards, permanent
windshield placards, or temporary removable windshield placards are issued or any person to
whom disabled parking license plates have been issued under subsection Title 46.2 are
allowed to park the vehicle on which such license plates or placards are displayed for up to
four hours in metered or unmetered parking zones restricted as to length of parking time
permitted and are exempted from paying parking meter fees.

B. This section shall not apply to any local ordinance which creates zones where stopping,
standing, or parking is prohibited, or which creates parking zones for special types of
vehicles, nor shall it apply to any local ordinance which prohibits parking during heavy
traffic periods, during specified rush hours, or where parking would clearly present a traffic
hazard.

(Amended Entire Section 6-8-98-Effective 7-1-98)

SNOW PARKING AND SNOW EMERGENCIES
(Adopted 4-9-84)

158-3 (RESERVED)
158-4 SNOW EMERGENCIES

A. The Town Manager of Front Royal, Virginia, is hereby empowered to declare a snow
emergency in the event of snow, sleet, hail, freezing rain, ice, water, flood, high wind or storm
that is expected to be of a sever nature, or the threat thereof.

(Amended 9-26-05-Effective Upon Passage)

B. The Town Manager shall cause the announcement of a declaration of a snow emergency to be
broadcast over local radio stations, and he shall provide said announcement to such other
public media as, in his discretion, is necessary to adequately inform the public.

C. During a declared snow emergency, it shall be unlawful for an operator to have a motor
vehicle become stuck on any street or highway within the Town limits or to otherwise
obstruct or impede traffic, when such vehicle is not equipped with snow tires or chains. A
"snow tire," for the purpose of this section, shall be a tire which is designated and marketed
by the manufacturer specifically for use in ice and snow, whether it shall be called "snow
tire," "all-weather tire" or "all-season tire." (Amended 9-26-05-Effective Upon Passage)
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D. Snow emergencies shall remain in effect until such time as, in the judgment of the Town
Manager, the emergency weather conditions have abated, the snow removal efforts have been
accomplished and the road conditions have improved to a degree to permit normal vehicular
traffic without the need for snow tires and chains. At such time, the Town Manager shall
furnish an announcement declaring an end to the snow emergency to local radio stations and
may provide said announcement to such other media as, in his discretion, is necessary to
adequately inform the public.

158-5 VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES; TOWING OF VEHICLES IN VIOLATION;
GRACE PERIOD

A. Violations of this Section 158-4 are punishable by a fine of not more than twenty-five dollars

($25.).

B. Any vehicle which becomes stuck, mired, is abandoned or otherwise obstructs or impedes
traffic on any street within the limits of the Town of Front Royal during a declared snow
emergency, and is not equipped with snow tires or chains, may be towed and stored at the
direction of a Town police officer or other law enforcement officer having jurisdiction within
the Town limits. The owner of said vehicle shall be responsible for all towing charges and
storage costs, which shall be paid before said vehicle is released from the storage area to the
owner or his agent.

C. In order that citizens shall be given sufficient opportunity to comply with the provisions of
Sections 158-4 and 158-5, there shall be a one-hour grace period following the initial
announcement that a snow emergency has been declared. During this one-hour grace period,
the provisions of Sections 158-4 and 158-5, shall not be enforced, except for the provisions
regarding the towing and storage of vehicles which are stuck, mired, abandoned or otherwise
obstructing or impeding traffic, which shall remain in full force and effect.

(Amended Entire Section 9-26-05-Effective Upon Passage)

STATE STANDARDS
(Adopted 5-14-84)

158-6 ADOPTION BY REFERENCE OF STATE MOTOR VEHICULAR LAWS

Pursuant to the authority of Section 46.2-1313, Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, all of the
provisions and requirements of the laws of the State as of July 1, 2020, contained in Title 46.2,
Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, and Article 2 of Chapter 7 of Title 18.2, Code of Virginia,
1950, as amended, except those provisions and requirements the violation of which constitutes a
felony and except those provisions and requirements which, by their very nature, can have no
application to or within the Town, are adopted and incorporated by reference and made
applicable within the Town. References to "highways of the state" contained in such provisions
and requirements hereby adopted shall be deemed to refer to the highways and other public ways
within the Town. Such provisions and requirements are hereby adopted, mutatis mutandis, and
made part of this chapter as fully as those set forth at length herein; and it shall be unlawful for
any person within the Town to violate or fail, neglect or refuse to comply with any provision of
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Title 46.2, Code of Virginia, and Article 2 of Chapter 7 of Title 18.2, Code of Virginia, which is
adopted by this section, provided that in no event shall the penalty imposed for the violation of
any provision or requirement adopted exceed the penalty imposed for a similar offense under
Title 46.2, Code of Virginia, and Article 2 of Chapter 7 of Title 18.2, Code of Virginia.

(Amended 6-24-85-Effective 7-1-85; 6-9-86-Effective 7-1-86; 6-8-87-Effective 7-1-87; 5-9-88-Effective 7-1-88)
(Amended 6-26-89-Effective 7-1-89; 6-11-90-Effective 7-1-90; 6-10-91-Effective 7-1-91)
(Amended 5-25-92-Effective 7-1-92; 5-24-93 -Effective 7-1-93; 5-9-94-Effective 7-1-94)
(Amended 12-12-94-Effective 1-1-95; 7-10-95-Effective 7-1-95; 6-1-96-Effective 6-1-96)
(Amended 6-4-97-Effective 7-1-97; 7-13-98-Effective 7-1-98; 6-14-99-Effective 7-1-99)
(Amended 6-26-00-Effective 7-1-00; 6-11-01-Effective 7-1-01; 6-24-02-Effective 7-1-02)
(Amended 6-23-03-Effective 7-1-03; 6-28-04-Effective 7-1-04; 6-27-05-Effective 7-1-05)
(Amended 6-26-05-Effective 7-1-06; 5-14-07-Effective 7-1-07; 5-12-08-Effective 7-1-08)
(Amended 5-26-09-Effective 7-1-09; 6-14-10-Effective 7-1-10; 6-27-11-Effective 7-1-11)
(Amended 6-11-12-Effective 7-1-12; 5-28-13-Effective 7-1-13; 6-23-14-Effective 7-1-14)
(Amended 6-22-15-Effective 7-1-15; 6-27-16-Effective 7-1-16; 6-12-17-Effective 7-1-17)
(Amended 6-11-18-Effective 7-1-18; 6-10-19-Effective 7-1-19; 6-8-20-Effective 7-1-20)

158-6.1 PENALTIES FOR ORDINANCE INCORPORATING STATE MOTOR
VEHICLE LAWS BY REFERENCE

A. Any penalties for violation of Town Code Section 158-6, whereby the provisions of Article 2
(Section 18.2-266 et seq.) of Chapter 7 of Title 18.2 of the Virginia State Code, as amended,
pertaining to driving while intoxicated, are incorporated by reference pursuant to the Town's
authority under Virginia Code Section 46.2-1313, shall be and are the same as the penalties
provided for the same or similar offenses under general state law, including penalties set by
the provisions of Virginia Code Section 18.2-11, as amended, anything in the Charter of the
Town of Front Royal to the contrary notwithstanding.

B. Any penalties for violations of Town Code Section 158-6, whereby the provisions of Title
46.2 of the Virginia State Code, as amended, pertaining to motor vehicles, are incorporated
by reference pursuant to the Town's authority under Virginia Code Section 46.2-1313,
wherein the incorporated section provides no specific fine but states that the offense shall be
punished as a misdemeanor (whether it is Class 1, Class 2, Class 3 or Class 4 misdemeanor)
shall be the penalties imposed for misdemeanors as set forth in Town Code Section 1-15.
Said penalties shall not be the penalties imposed for misdemeanors under State Code Section
18.2-11, as amended.

(Added Entire Section 6-29-90-Effective 7-1-90)

REGULATIONS AND SCHEDULES

158-7 PURPOSE

Pursuant to Section 46.1-188, Code of Virginia, as amended, the Town of Front Royal does
hereby enact the following regulations for the control of traffic and the parking of vehicles on
and in the streets and public places of the Town of Front Royal.
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158-8 DEFINITIONS

A. The words and phrases used in this Part 4 shall, for the purposes of this chapter, have the
meanings respectively ascribed to them in Title 46.1, Motor Vehicles and Traffic, Code of
Virginia.

B. As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:
HIGHWAY - Any of the streets, alleys, roads and public ways of the Town of Front Royal.

HOLIDAYS - In each year the first day of January (New Year's Day), the third Monday in
January (Lee-Jackson Day), the third Monday in February (George Washington Day), the last
Monday in May (Confederate Memorial Day), the fourth day of July (Independence Day), the
first Monday in September (Labor Day), the second Monday in October (Columbus Day), the
fourth Monday in October (Veterans' Day), the Tuesday next following the first Monday in
November (Election Day), the fourth Thursday in November (Thanksgiving Day), the 25th day
of December (Christmas Day), or whenever any of such days shall fall on Saturday, the Friday
next preceding such day, or whenever any of such days shall fall on Sunday, the Monday next
following such day, and any day so appointed by the Governor of this commonwealth or the
President of the United States.

TRUCK - Every motor vehicle designed to transport property on its own structure independent
of any other vehicle and having a gross weight in excess of seven thousand five hundred (7,500)
pounds.

158-9 AUTHORITY TO DESIGNATE TRAFFIC SIGNS AND PARKING
REGULATIONS; APPEALS

A. The Town Manager may designate intersections at which vehicles shall come to a full stop or
yield the right-of-way and may cause to be erected with the appropriate signs or markers at
such in accordance with the standards contained in the Uniform Manual for Traffic Control
Devices.

(Amended 11-22-99-Effective Upon Passage)

B. The Front Royal Town Manager is authorized to classify vehicles with reference to parking,
may designate the time, place and manner such vehicles may be allowed to park on Town
streets and may make and enforce such additional rules and regulations as parking conditions
may require. The Town Manager shall cause to be erected appropriate signs or markers so
that an ordinarily observant person who may be affected by the parking regulation will be
aware of such regulation, except that no sign shall be necessary to effectuate the parking
prohibitions set forth in other areas of this Chapter.

(Removed reference of On-Street Parking Policy 1-14-19-Effective Upon Passage)

C. Any person, business, organization or institution shall have the right to petition the Town for
a charge in parking regulations or for the imposition of new parking regulations for a specific
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street or location. All such petitions shall be submitted, in writing, to the Town Manager at
the applicant's election. Upon receipt of a petition, the Town Manager shall investigate the
parking conditions at the location in question and, shall either regulate parking, change the
parking regulations or take no action. The petitioner shall be informed of the Town
Manager's decision, in writing, and shall be advised of the right to appeal an adverse
decision.

(Removed reference of On-Street Parking Policy 1-14-19-Effective Upon Passage)

D. Appeal procedure.

1.

A decision of the Town Manager pertaining to a new parking regulation may be appealed
by a petitioner under Subsection C who has received an adverse decision or by any
person, business, organization or institution directly affected by a new parking regulation
placed in effect. Appeals must be filed, in writing, to the Front Royal Planning
Commission. Petitioners who have received an adverse decision must file their appeal
within ten (10) days from the date of the written decision of the Town Manager. Those
affected by a parking regulation must file their appeal within thirty (30) days from the
erection of the parking sign or signs imposing said new regulation.

(Amended 1-14-19-Effective Upon Passage)

2. Failure to file the appeal within the required time limits shall result in the loss of the right

to appeal. Upon receipt of an appeal, the Planning Commission shall place the matter on
the agenda for its next meeting, shall investigate the parking conditions if it deems it
necessary and shall, not later than seven (7) days after the following Planning
Commission meeting, report its opinion and recommendations to the Front Royal Town
Council. Upon receipt of the Planning Commission's recommendations, the Town
Council shall decide the appeal at its next regularly scheduled meeting. The appealee
shall be notified and shall have the right to speak and to present witnesses and evidence at
said meeting before the Council votes on the appeal.

(Removed reference of On-Street Parking Policy 1-14-19-Effective Upon Passage)

E. All parking regulations placed in effect by the Town Manager shall remain in effect and shall
be enforceable pending appeal.

F. All parking regulations in effect as of the date of this ordinance shall remain in effect
hereafter, unless subsequently changed in accordance with the provision of this Section.

158-10

TRAFFIC REGULATIONS

SPEED LIMITS

The speed limits for both directions of traffic along the streets or parts thereof shall be set by the
Town Manager in accordance with regulations as set by the Virginia Department of
Transportation. (Amended 11-22-99-Effective Upon Passage)
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158-11 ONE-WAY STREET

Streets or parts of streets may be designated as one-way streets as designated by the Town
Manager.

(Amended 11-22-99-Effective Upon Passage)

158-12 U-TURNS

No person shall make a U-turn on any of the streets or parts of streets as designated by the Town
Manager.

(Amended 11-22-99-Effective Upon Passage)

158-13 THROUGH TRUCKS PROHIBITED

A. It shall be unlawful to operate trucks, except for the purpose of receiving loads or making
deliveries, on the streets and roads of the Town of Front Royal designated as closed to
through truck traffic.

B. The Town Council of Front Royal shall designate those streets and roads of the Town of
Front Royal which shall be closed to through truck traffic. Those streets and roads so
designated shall be plainly marked with posted signs reading NO THRU TRUCKS.

C. Royal Avenue, between its intersection with Commerce Avenue and South Street, is hereby
designated as being closed to through truck traffic within the meaning of Subsection (A)
hereof, and this area shall be marked as described in Subsection (B) hereof, together with
appropriate signage designating both Commerce Avenue and South Street as a through truck
route for U.S. Route 340.

(Added (C) 11-10-08-Effective Upon Passage)
(Amended (C) by eliminating expiration date 11-8-10-Effective Upon Passage)

D. For purposes of this section only, “truck” shall mean “commercial motor vehicle” as defined
in §46.2-341.4 of the Code of Virginia (1950 as amended).

(Added (D) 6-11-12-Effective Upon Passage)

158-14 VEHICLES ON SIDEWALKS

It shall be unlawful for any person to ride or drive any vehicle, including bicycles and
motorcycles, on the sidewalks of the Town. Such violation shall be punished as a traffic
violation subject to the penalties in Section 158-15.

158-15 VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES
Any person, firm or corporation who or which violates any provisions of this Article shall, upon

conviction, be liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars ($100.).
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PARKING, STANDING AND STOPPING

158-16 PARKING PROHIBITED IN SPECIFIED PLACES

A. No person shall park a vehicle, except when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or
in compliance with the directions of a police officer or traffic control device, in any of the
following places:

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

On a sidewalk.

In front of a public or private driveway

Within an intersection.

Within fifteen (15) feet of a fire hydrant.

. On a crosswalk.

. Within twenty (20) feet of a crosswalk at an intersection; provided, however, that where
there is no crosswalk at an intersection, no person shall so park a vehicle within twenty
(20) feet from the intersection of curblines or, if none, then within fifteen (15) feet of the

intersection of property lines.

. Within thirty (30) feet upon the approach to any flashing beacon, stop sign or traffic
control signal located at the side of a roadway.

. Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or within thirty (30) feet of points on the curb

immediately opposite the end of a safety zone, unless a different length is indicated by
official signs or markings.

. Within fifty (50) feet of the nearest rail of a railroad grade crossing.

Within fifteen (15) feet of a driveway entrance to any fire station and on the side of a
street opposite the entrance to any fire station within seventy-five (75) feet of the entrance,
when properly signposted.

Alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when such parking would
obstruct traffic.

On the roadway side of any vehicle parked at the edge or curb of a street.
Upon any bridge or other elevated structure upon a street or highway or within a tunnel.

At any place where official signs prohibit parking, or at any location where the curb is
officially marked with yellow paint designating no parking at any time.

(Amended (14) 9-10-12-Effective Upon Passage)
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15. In all places designated as fire lanes by posted signs.

(Added (15) 9-10-01-Effective Upon Passage)

16. On the wrong side of any public street. For the purpose of this subsection the term "wrong
side of any public street" means the side immediately adjacent to any traffic lane in which
the flow of traffic is in the opposite direction from the direction the parked vehicle faces.

(Added (16) 1-28-02-Effective Upon Passage)

158-17 PARKING PROHIBITED AT ALL TIMES

No person shall park a vehicle at any time upon any of the streets or parts thereof as designated
by the Town Manager.

(Amended 11-22-99-Effective Upon Passage)
(Removed reference of On-Street Parking Policy 1-14-19-Effective Upon Passage)

158-18 LOADING ZONES

A. Where a loading and unloading zone has been designated in accordance with the provisions
of this chapter, the following regulations shall apply with respect to the use of such areas:

(Amended (A) 3-22-93-Effective Upon Passage)

1. No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle for any purpose or length of time, other than
for the expeditious unloading and delivery or pickup and loading of materials, in any
place marked as a curb loading zone during hours when the provisions applicable to such
zones are in effect. All delivery vehicles, other than regular delivery trucks, using such
loading zones shall be identified by the owner's or company's name in letters three (3)
inches high on both sides of the vehicle.

2. The driver of a passenger vehicle may stop temporarily in a space marked as a curb
loading zone for the purpose of and while actually engaged in loading or unloading
passengers or bundles when such stopping does not interfere with any vehicle used for
transportation of materials, which is waiting to enter or is about to enter such loading
space.

B. No vehicle shall be backed up to a curb, except during the time actually engaged in loading
or unloading merchandise therefrom.

158-19 PARKING IN BUS STOPS AND TAXI CAB STANDS

Where a bus stop or taxicab stand has been designated in accordance with the provisions of this
chapter, the following regulations shall apply as to the use thereof: No person shall stop, stand
or park a vehicle other than a bus in a bus stop or other than a taxicab in a taxicab stand when
such stop or stand has been officially designated and marked with an appropriate sign, except
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that the driver of a passenger vehicle may temporarily stop therein for the purpose of and while
actually engaged in the expeditious loading or unloading of passengers when such stopping does
not interfere with any bus or taxicab waiting to enter or about to enter the designated zone.

(Amended 3-22-93-Effective Upon Passage)

158-19.1 PARKING OF TRUCKS AND TRAILERS

A. Definitions. For the purpose of this section, the following words and phrases shall have the
meanings as stated herein.

MOTOR HOME - Every private motor vehicle with a normal seating capacity of not more than
(10) persons, including the driver, designed primarily for use as living quarters for human
beings. Motor homes with a registered gross weight in excess of seven thousand five hundred
(7,500) pounds are also classified as trucks.

(Added 9-26-11-Effective Upon Passage ; Amended to add (7,500) 1-28-13-Effective Upon Passage)

PICKUP OR PANEL TRUCK - Every motor vehicle designed for the transportation of
property with a registered gross weight of seven thousand five hundred (7,500) pounds or less.

SEMITRAILER - Every vehicle of the trailer type so designed and used in conjunction with a
motor vehicle that some part of its own weight and that of its load rests upon or is carried by
another vehicle.

TRACTOR TRUCK - Every motor vehicle designed and used primarily for drawing other
vehicles and not so constructed as to carry a load other than a part of the load and weight of the
vehicle attached thereto.

TRAILER -Every vehicle without motive power designed for carrying property and passengers
wholly on its own structure and for being drawn by a motor vehicle.

TRUCK - Every motor vehicle designed to transport property on its own structure independent
of any other vehicle and having a registered gross weight in excess of seven thousand five
hundred (7,500) pounds.

VEHICLE - Every device in, or on or by which any person or property is or may be transported
or drawn on a highway, except devices moved by human power or used exclusively on stationary
rails or tracks. For the purpose of Chapter 8 (§46.2-800 et seq) of this title, bicycles, electric
personal assistive mobility devices, electric power-assisted bicycles, and mopeds shall be
vehicles while operated on a highway.

(Added 9-26-11-Effective Upon Passage)

B. Residential Zoning Districts - It shall be unlawful to park trucks, tractor trucks, trailers or
semitrailers upon the public streets and alleys of the Town of Front Royal located in any
residential zoning district. (Added Title 9-26-11-Effective Upon Passage)
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C. Peyton Street Parking Lot

1. It shall be unlawful to park trucks, tractor trucks, trailers or semitrailers within the Peyton
Street Parking Lot.

2. Paragraph C.1 shall not apply to any of the following vehicles parked in the Peyton Street
Parking Lot between the hours of 5:00am and 12:30am:

School buses, church buses and other buses engaged in public transportation
Motor homes and recreational vehicles

Hospital mobile units and fire and rescue vehicles

Vehicles owned and operated by the Town

ac o

(Amend “C” 9-26-11-Effective Upon Passage)

D. Gazebo Area Parking Lot

Parking in spaces marked by green stripes shall be restricted between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and
6:00 a.m., unless otherwise approved by the Town Manager or his designee.

(Added 9-10-12-Effective Upon Passage)

E. This section shall not apply to the parking of pickup or panel trucks, as defined herein, or to
the parking of vehicles in the course of legitimate deliveries or service calls.

(Added Entire Section “A-D” 8-11-86-Effective 11-10-86)
(Amended “E” (formerly D) 9-26-11-Eff. Upon Passage)

158-19.2 PENALTIES

Any person, firm or corporation who or which violates any provision of this Article shall be
liable to a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars ($100.).

(Ord. No. 14-86 Added Section 8-11-86-Effective 11-10-86)

158-20 LIABILITY FOR DAMAGE TO VEHICLES IN BUSINESS LOTS

A. No action shall lie or proceedings be brought against any person conducting any business and
maintaining a parking lot at which free parking accommodations are provided for customers
or employees of such business, when a motor vehicle is parked in such parking lot, for the
total or partial loss of such motor vehicle by reason of theft or damage by any person other
than an employee or for the total or partial loss of property left in such motor vehicle by
reason of theft or damage by any person other than an employee.

B. As used in this section, "free parking accommodations" means parking accommodations for
which no specific charge is made, and the patronage of the business by customers and the
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performance of the regular services for the business by employees shall not constitute the
payment of any consideration for the use of the parking accommodations.

C. Nothing in this section shall relieve any person of liability resulting from his own
wrongdoing.

158-21 STOPPING ON HIGHWAYS

A. No vehicle shall be stopped in such a manner as to impede or render dangerous the use of the
highway by others, except in the case of an emergency as the result of an accident or
mechanical breakdown, in which case a report shall be made to the nearest police officer as
soon as practicable and the vehicle shall be removed from the roadway to the shoulder as
soon as possible and removed from the shoulder without unnecessary delay; and, if such
vehicle is not promptly removed, such removal may also be ordered by a police officer at the
expense of the owner if the disabled vehicle creates a traffic hazard.

B. No person shall leave any vehicle, attended or unattended, upon the paved, improved or main
traveled portion of any highway, outside of the business or residence district, when it is
practicable to leave such vehicle standing off the paved, improved or main traveled portion
of such highway.

C. Except upon one-way streets as provided in this chapter, or where angle parking is permitted
as provided in this chapter, and when actually loading or unloading merchandise, no vehicle
shall be stopped except close to and parallel to the right-hand curb. In no instance shall such
vehicle be parked with the near wheels farther than six (6) inches from the curb.

D. No vehicle shall be stopped at or in the vicinity of a fire, vehicle or airplane accident or
other area of emergency, in such a manner as to create a traffic hazard or interfere with the
necessary procedures of police, firemen, rescue workers or others whose duty it is to deal
with such emergencies. Any vehicle found unattended in the vicinity of such fire, accident or
area of emergency may be removed by order of a police officer at the risk and expense, not to
exceed five dollars ($5.), of the owner if such vehicle creates a traffic hazard or interferes
with the necessary procedures of police, firemen, rescue workers or others whose assigned
duty it is to deal with such emergencies. Vehicles being used by accredited information
services, such as press, radio and television, when being used for the gathering of news, shall
be exempt from the provisions of this section, except when actually obstructing the police,
firemen and rescue workers dealing with such emergencies.

E. The provisions of this section shall not apply to any vehicle owned or controlled by the State
Department of Highways or the Town while actually engaged in the construction,
reconstruction or maintenance of highways.

158-22 PARKING FOR CERTAIN PURPOSES PROHIBITED

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to park or place any automobile, truck, trailer or other
vehicle upon or in any street, alley or parkway for the purpose of selling or offering the same
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for sale or rent. No sign or lettering shall be attached or placed upon any automobile, truck,
trailer or other vehicle parked in or upon any public street, alley or parkway of the Town
indicating that such vehicle is offered for sale or for rent. It shall also be unlawful to park any
vehicle upon any street in a business district from which any merchandise is being sold.

B. It shall be unlawful to stop a vehicle at any time upon the highway for the purpose of
advertising any article of any kind or to display thereon advertisements of any article or

advertisement for the sale of the vehicle itself.

MISCELLANEOUS REGULATIONS

158-23 UNLAWFUL OPERATION OF A MOTOR VEHICLE

A. Any person who operates a motorcycle or other motor vehicle upon the lands of another upon
which signs or posters have been placed prohibiting the operation of motorcycles or other
motor vehicles by others upon such land without having in his or her possession the written
consent of the owner or his agent shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and punished as set forth
in Section 158-27, below.

B. Any person who shall mutilate, destroy or take down any "no motor bikes, motorcycles or
jeeps allowed" sign or poster or similar sign or poster on the lands of another, or who shall
post such sign or poster on the lands of another, without the written consent of the landowner
or his agent, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and punished as set forth in Section 158-27,
below.

158-24 UNLAWFUL RIDING

No person shall ride on any vehicle upon any portion thereof not designed or intended for use of
passengers. This provision shall not apply to an employee engaged in the necessary discharge of
a duty or to persons riding within truck bodies in space intended for merchandise.

158-25 PEDESTRIANS SEEKING RIDES OR BUSINESS

No person shall stand in the vehicular travel portion of any street or roadway for the purpose of
soliciting a ride, employment or business from the occupant of any vehicle. Any person
violating any of the provisions of this section shall upon conviction thereof, be fined not less
than one dollar ($1.) nor more than five dollars ($5.) for each offense.

158-26 PARKING INOPERATIVE OR UNLICENSED VEHICLES
A. No person shall park, or permit to stand, upon any of the public streets, alleys or grounds
within the Town any vehicle which is unlicensed, which fails to display a current license

plate (and sticker, if applicable) for the Commonwealth of Virginia or some other lawful
jurisdiction or which displays an expired license plate (and sticker, if applicable).
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B. No person shall park, or permit to stand, upon any of the public streets, alleys or grounds
within the Town any inoperative vehicle for a period of more than ten (10) days.

158-27 ENFORCEMENT; VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES

A. It shall be the duty of the police officers of the Town, in the event that a vehicle is found
parked in violation of a Town ordinance, to attach to the vehicle in question a notice to the
registered owner thereof that such vehicle was parked in violation of a Town ordinance
(“Notice of Violation”), and instructing such owner as follows:

1. If contest of a Notice of Violation is waived, payment of said parking violation may be
made in person or by mail to the Treasurer of the Town of Front Royal in the amount
provided by law (Town Code §158-53) and as indicated on the face of the Notice of
Violation. Payment shall be made within seven (7) days from the date of issuance of the
Notice of Violation.

2. The vehicle owner may contest a Notice Violation by submitting a Notice of Violation
Contest Form to the Front Royal Police Department within seven (7) days from the date of
the Notice of Violation. A court date and time will be provided to those persons
contesting a Notice of Violation.

3. Failure to pay or contest within seven (7) days will result in the doubling of the fine
indicated on the Notice of Violation.

B. The Clerk of the General District Court for Warren County will be provided with copies of
all Notice of Violation Contest Forms.

(Amended Entire Section 9-28-15-Effective Upon Passage)

METERED PARKING

158-28 LEASING AND INSTALLATION OF METERS

The Town Manager is hereby authorized and directed to enter into a contract for the leasing and
installation of parking meters, such contract to be made subject to the conditions and in the
manner provided by law, the payment of such meters and the installation thereof to be provided
for solely from the receipts, funds and revenues obtained by the Town from the operation of the
parking meters, without in any manner obligating the Town to pay for same from any other
source.

158-29 DESIGNATION OF ZONES

The parking meter zones of the Town to which this Article is applicable shall be those streets and
parts of streets designated as parking meter zones by the Town Council.

158-30 (RESERVED)
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158-31 DESIGNATION OF PARKING METER SPACES; ERECTION OF METERS

In the parking meter zones referred to in Section 158-29, the proper officers shall cause parking
meter spaces to be marked on the curb or pavement, or by other appropriate means, and in each
parking meter space so marked shall erect or cause to be erected a parking meter which, upon the
deposit of the requisite coin or combination of coins of the United States, will entitle the party
parking his car for a limited time as is indicated on the parking meter and which will indicate the
time such period has elapsed.

158-32 OPERATION OF METERS; OVERTIME PARKING

In order that the police officers may properly compute the time during which a vehicle is parked,
the owner or operator of such vehicle shall, upon entering a parking meter space, designated as
provided in Section 158-31, during the time of limited parking, immediately deposit a coin or
combination of coins of the United States in the parking meter situated at the side of each
parking meter space, and operate such parking meter according to instructions thereon. Failure
to do so shall constitute a violation of this section. Upon the deposit of such coin, and placing
the parking meter space may be lawfully occupied by such vehicle during the period of parking
time, which has been prescribed for the particular amount deposited. The parking meters, when
installed and properly operated, shall be so adjusted that the requisite coin or combination of
coins may be deposited. If such vehicle shall remain parked in any such parking meter space for
such length of time that the parking meter shall indicate by a proper signal that the lawful
parking period has expired, such vehicle shall be considered as parking overtime, and the parking
of a vehicle shall be unlawful; provided, however, that no vehicle shall remain in such parking
meter space for a period longer than one (1) hour during the time of limited parking.

158-33 PARKING WITHIN PARKING METER SPACE

It shall be unlawful to park any vehicle within a parking meter space designated as provided in
Section 158-31 across any line or marking designating a parking meter space, or to park such
vehicles in any way that the same shall not be wholly within a parking space as designated by
such lines or markings.

158-34 DEFACING, OPENING OR DAMAGING METERS

It shall be unlawful for any person to deface, tamper with, damage, open or willfully break,
destroy or impair the usefulness of any parking meter installed under the terms of this Article.
Any person violating this section shall be punished as provided in Section 158-38.

158-35 LOADING ZONES, BUS STOPS & OTHER PROHIBITED PARKING AREAS
The Town Council may set apart, with the parking meter zones, spaces for loading zones, bus

stops and other places in which no parking shall be permitted at any time unless otherwise
specified by the Town Council.
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158-36 RESPONSIBILITY OF OWNER.

The owner or operator of any vehicle parked in violation of this Article shall be prima face guilty
of such violation.

158-37 ENFORCEMENT

A. It shall be the duty of the police officers of the Town, acting in accordance with the
instructions issued by the Town Manager, in the event that a vehicle is found occupying a
parking meter space, designed as provided in Section 158-29, to report:

1. The number of each parking meter which indicates that the vehicle occupying the parking
meter space adjacent to such parking meter is or has been parked in violation of any of the
provisions of this Article.

2. The state license number of such vehicle.

3. Any other facts, a knowledge of which is necessary to a thorough understanding of the
circumstances attending such violation.

B. Each such police officer shall attach to such vehicle a notice to the owner or operator thereof
that such vehicle has been parked in violation of a provision of this Article and instructing
such owner or operator to report to the Town Hall of the Town in regard to such violation.

C. Each such owner or operator may, within forty-eight (48) hours of time when such notice was
attached to such vehicle, pay to the person in charge at Town Hall a penalty for and in full
satisfaction of such violation, the sum of one dollar ($1.) for each hour, or fraction thereof,
during which such vehicle occupied such parking meter space in violation of any provisions
of this Article. The failure of such owner or operator to make such payment at the Town
Hall within such forty-eight (48) hours shall render such owner or operator subject to a fine
of five dollars ($5.) prior to trial of such violation.

158-38 VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES

Except as otherwise provided in this Article, any person violating the provisions of this Article or
failing to pay fines prior to trial or aiding, abetting or assisting in the violation of such provisions
shall, upon conviction, be fined not less than ten dollars ($10.) nor more than fifty dollars ($50.)
for each offense.

ABANDONED AND INOPERATIVE VEHICLES; VEHICLE REMOVALS

158-39 REMOVAL AND DISPOSITION OF UNATTENDED, DAMAGED,
ABANDONED, OR ILLEGALLY STOPPED VEHICLES.

A. Any motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer may be removed for safekeeping by or under the
direction of a police officer to a storage garage or area:
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1. Whenever such motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer is found on the streets of the Town or
Public grounds, unattended by the owner or operator and constitutes a hazard to traffic or
is parked in such manner as to be in violation of the law; or

2. Whenever such motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer is left abandoned for more than forty-
eight (48) hours upon any street or publicly owned property; or

3. Whenever such motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer involved in any accident is found
upon the highways or streets in the Town and is so located as to impede the orderly flow
of traffic, the police may at no cost to the owner or operator remove such motor vehicle,
trailer or semi-trailer from the highways or streets to some point in the vicinity where such
motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer will not impede the flow of traffic; or

4. Whenever such motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer is on privately owned property other
than the property of the owner of such motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer, within the
Town, or is abandoned upon such privately owned property without the permission of the
owner, lessee or occupant thereof, provided that no such vehicle shall be so removed from
privately owned premises without the written request of the owner, lessee, or occupant
thereof. When the owner, lessee or occupant of such privately owned property requests
such removal, he shall be required to indemnify the Town against any loss or expense
involved by reason of removal, storage or sale thereof.

B. It shall be presumed that a motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer, or part thereof, is abandoned
if it lacks either a current license plate, a current county, city or Town plate or sticker, or a
valid state inspection certificate or sticker; and it has been in a specific location for ten (10)
days without being moved.

C. Each removal shall be reported to the Chief of Police, and notice thereof given to the owner of
the motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer as promptly as possible. The owner of such vehicle,
trailer, or semi-trailer, before obtaining possession thereof, shall pay to the approved towing
company all reasonable costs incidental to the removal, storage and locating the owner of the
motor vehicle, trailer or semi-trailer before the vehicle shall be release.

(Amended Entire Section 1-24-00-Effective Upon Passage)

158-39.1 REMOVAL OF IMMOBILIZATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES WITH MORE
THAN TWO (2) OUTSTANDING PARKING VIOLATIONS

A. Any motor vehicle parked on the public highways or public grounds against which there are
three (3) or more unpaid or otherwise unsettled parking violation notices may be removed to
a place within the Town of Front Royal or in Warren County designated by the chief law
enforcement officer for the temporary storage of the vehicle, or the vehicle may be
immobilized in a manner which will prevent its removal or operation except by authorized
law enforcement personnel. Removal shall be carried out by or under the direction of a law
enforcement officer.
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B. It shall be the duty of the law enforcement personnel removing or immobilizing the motor
vehicle or under whose direction such vehicle is removed or immobilized, to inform as soon
as practicable the owner of the removed or immobilized vehicle of the nature and
circumstances of the prior unsettled parking violation notices for which the vehicle was
removed or immobilized. As promptly as possible, each removal also shall be reported to the
Town Manager.

C. The owner of the removed or immobilized motor vehicle, or other person acting on his
behalf, shall be permitted to repossess or to secure the release of the vehicle by payment of
the outstanding parking violation notices for which the vehicle was removed or immobilized
and by payment of all costs incidental to the immobilization, removal, and storage of the
vehicle, and the efforts to locate the owner of the vehicle.

D. Should the owner fail or refuse to pay such fines and costs, or should the identity or
whereabouts of the owner be unknown and unascertainable, the motor vehicle may be sold in
accordance with the procedures set forth below.

E. The Chief of Police shall, within fifteen (15) days, by registered or certified mail, return
receipt requested, notify the owner of record of the motor vehicle and all persons having
security interests in the vehicle of record that it has been taken into custody. The notice shall
(1) state the year, make, model, and serial number of the abandoned motor vehicle; (ii) set
forth the location of the facility where it is being held; and (iii) inform the owner and any
persons, having security interests of their right to reclaim it within fifteen (15) days after the
date of the notice after payment of all towing, preservation, and storage charges resulting
from placing the vehicle in custody. The notice shall state that the failure of the owner or
persons having security interests to reclaim the vehicle within the time provided shall
constitute (i) a waiver by the owner and all persons having any security interests of all right,
title, and interest in the vehicle and (ii) consent to the sale of the abandoned motor vehicle at
a public auction.

If records of the Department of Motor Vehicles contain no address for the owner or no
address of any person shown by the Department's records to have a security interest, or if the
identity and addresses of the owner and all persons having security interests cannot be
determined with reasonable certainty, notice by publication once in a newspaper of general
circulation in the area from where the motor vehicle was removed shall be sufficient to meet
all requirements of notice.

F. If a motor vehicle removed pursuant to this Section is not reclaimed as provided in this
section, the Chief of Police shall sell it at public auction. The purchaser of the motor vehicle
shall take title to the motor vehicle free of all liens and clams of ownership of others, shall
receive a sales receipt at the auction, and shall be entitled to apply to and receive from the
Department of Motor Vehicles a certificate of title and registration card for the vehicle.

From the proceeds of the sale of such removed motor vehicle the Town or its authorized
agent shall reimburse itself for the expenses of the auction, the cost of towing, preserving,
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and storing the vehicle which resulted from placing the motor vehicle in custody, and all
notice and publication costs incurred pursuant to this section. Any remainder from the
proceeds of a sale shall be held for the owner of the motor vehicle or any person having
security interests in the vehicle, as their interests may appear, for ninety (90) days, and then
be deposited into the treasury of the Town.

(Added Entire Section 9-10-01-Effective Upon Passage)
158-40 (RESERVED)

158-41 ASSESSMENT OF COSTS AGAINST OWNER OF VEHICLE TOWED OR
STORED BY POLICE DEPARTMENT OR AT DEPARTMENT'S REQUEST

1. Towing: Under this Chapter, a towing charge shall not exceed seventy-five ($75.00) for light
vehicles weighing up to eight thousand eight hundred (8,800) pounds gross vehicle
weight. The towing charge shall not exceed one hundred twenty-five dollars ($125.00) for
towing any mid-size vehicle having a gross vehicle weight greater than eight thousand eight
hundred (8,800) pounds and not more than twenty-six thousand (26,000) pounds gross
vehicle weight; and the towing charge shall not exceed one hundred seventy-five dollars
($175.00) for towing any vehicle having a gross vehicle weight above twenty-six thousand
(26,000) pounds.

2. Storage: There shall be no storage charge if the vehicle is reclaimed within the first twenty-
four (24) hour period after a tow. Storage charges shall be assessed at a rate not to exceed
fifty dollars ($50.00) per storage day for trucks having a gross vehicle weight above twenty-
six thousand (26,000) pounds and a rate not to exceed twenty-six dollars ($26.00) per storage
day for all other vehicles. For purposes of this subsection, each twenty-four (24) hour period
shall constitute one (1) storage day.

3. Other costs: Charges for recovery (winching, uprighting, etc.), clean-up of an accident site,
and notifications required by state law may be recovered. Such charges shall not exceed the
reasonable costs incurred by the Town or the operator of the approved towing company.

4. Pre-tow release: If the owner or custodian of any vehicle unlawfully parked returns after a
tow truck has arrived and is engaged in hooking up or has attached the vehicle to tow the
vehicle, or is attached to the subject vehicle, he may reclaim the vehicle upon payment of a
service fee not to exceed thirty-five dollars ($35.00), plus payment of the administrative
charge imposed by subsection (3) above. No fee in excess of thirty-five dollars ($35.00),
plus the administrative charge, shall be charged if the vehicle has not been moved from the
lot or block where it was unlawfully parked. Payment of the fee provided by this subsection
shall not relieve any vehicle owner from paying the fine imposed for having unlawfully
parked said vehicle.

5. The Police Department shall make a reasonable effort to notify and advise any vehicle owner
of the costs provided for in this section when such person’s vehicle has been towed at the

request of the Police Department.
(Ord. No. 3-2000 Amended Entire Section 1-24-00 and 6-13-05-Effective Upon Passage)
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VEHICULAR EQUIPMENT

158-42 USE OF FLARES

Whenever any bus, truck, trailer, house trailer or mobile home is disabled and stops upon any
portion of the traveled portion of any street or highway in this Town, except upon streets or
highways which are artificially lighted at night, at any time during which lights are required upon
motor vehicles, the operator of such bus, truck, trailer, house trailer or mobile home shall place
or cause to be placed on the roadway three (3) red reflector flares or torches of a type approved
by the Superintendent. One (1) of the flares or torches shall be placed in the center of the lane of
traffic occupied by the disabled bus, truck, trailer, house trailer or mobile home and not less than
one hundred (100) feet therefrom in the direction of traffic approaching in that lane, one (1) not
less than one hundred (100) feet from such bus, truck, trailer, house trailer or mobile home in the
opposite direction and one (1) at the traffic side of such bus, truck, trailer, house trailer or mobile
home not closer than ten (10) feet from the front or rear thereof, provided that if such bus, truck,
trailer, house trailer or mobile home is disabled within five hundred (500) feet of curve or crest
of a hill or other obstruction to view, the flares or torches in that direction shall be so placed as to
afford ample warning to other users of the street or highway, but in no case less than five
hundred (500) feet from the disabled vehicle.

158-43 REFLECTOR FLARES; RED LANTERNS

If any vehicle referred to in the preceding section is used for the transportation of flammable
liquids in bulk, whether loaded or empty, or for transporting flammable gases, red reflector flares
or red electric lanterns of a type approved by the Superintendent shall be used. Such reflectors or
lanterns shall be lighted and placed upon the roadway in the manner provided in the preceding
section.

158-44 USE OF RED FLAGS INSTEAD OF FLARES

During such time as lights on motor vehicles are not required, red flags not less than twelve (12)
inches both in length and width shall be used in the place of flares, torches, reflectors or lanterns.
The flags shall be placed upon the roadway in the manner prescribed in Sections 158-42 and
158-43 for flares, torches, reflectors and lanterns, except that no flags shall be required to be
placed at the side of such vehicle, but if the disablement of such vehicle continues into the period
when lights on motor vehicles are required, flares, torches, reflectors or lanterns shall be placed
as required by Section 158-43.

158-45 SLOW-MOVING-VEHICLE EMBLEMS

A. Every farm tractor and every self-propelled unit of farm equipment or implement of
husbandry, and any other vehicle designed for operation at speeds not in excess of twenty-
five (25) miles per hour or normally operated at speeds not in excess of twenty-five (25)
miles per hour, shall display a triangular, slow-moving-vehicle emblem on the rear of the
vehicle when traveling on a public highway during day or night.
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B. Should a slow-moving vehicle tow a unit on a public highway, the towing vehicle or the
towed unit shall be equipped with a slow-moving-vehicle emblem, as follows:

1. If the towed unit or any load thereon obscures the slow-moving-vehicle emblem on the
towing vehicle, the towed unit shall be equipped with a slow-moving-vehicle emblem, in
which case the towing vehicle need not display such emblem.

2. If the slow-moving-vehicle emblem on the towing vehicle is not obscured by the towed
unit or any load thereon, either or both such vehicles may be equipped with such emblem.

C. The Department of State Police shall adopt standards and specifications for the slow-moving-
vehicle emblem and the position of mounting of the emblem to correlate with and, so far as
possible, conform with those adopted by the American Society of Automotive Engineers.

D. The use of the slow-moving-vehicle emblem shall be restricted to the uses specified in
Subsections A and B of this section, and their use on any other type of vehicle or on
stationary objects is prohibited.

158-46 TAILGATES ON VEHICLES

It shall be unlawful for the operator of any truck, trailer or other vehicle equipped with a tailgate
to lower or open the tailgate thereon, or to suffer or permit such tailgate to be lowered or opened,
except during the time the vehicle is being loaded or unloaded, and except during the time the
load on the vehicle necessitates a lowered or opened tailgate as a support for the load. It shall be
the duty of the operator of any such vehicle to see that the tailgate on such vehicle is kept closed
or raised, except during the times hereinbefore specified. Any person who shall violate the
provisions of this section shall be punished by a fine of not less than five dollars ($5.) nor more
than twenty dollars ($20.) for each offense.

158-47 WARNING DEVICES ON BICYCLES

It shall be unlawful for any person to ride a bicycle along the streets within the Town without
having a bicycle equipped with a warning device. Such device shall be sounded when
approaching a street crossing.

158-47.1 BICYCLISTS REQUIRED TO WEAR SAFETY HELMETS

Every person fourteen (14) years of age or younger shall wear a protective helmet that meets the
standards promulgated by the American National Standards Institute or the Snell Memorial
Foundation whenever riding, or being carried on a bicycle on any highway (as defined in
Virginia Code Section 46.2-100), sidewalk, or public bicycle path within the corporate limits of
the Town of Front Royal.

Persons of any age shall wear protective helmet that meets the standards promulgated by the
American National Standards Institute or approved by the Superintendent of the Virginia
Department of State Police whenever riding or being carried on a moped on any highway [as
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defined in Virginia Code Section 46.2-100], within the corporate limits of the Town of Front
Royal.

Any violation of this ordinance shall be punishable by a fine of twenty-five dollars ($25.00).
However, such fine shall be suspended (i) for first-time violators and (ii) for violators who,
subsequent to the violation, but prior to imposition of the fine, purchase helmets of the type
required by this ordinance.

Violation of this ordinance shall not constitute negligence, assumption of risk, be considered in
mitigation of damages of whatever nature, be admissible in evidence, or be the subject of
comment by counsel in any action for the recovery of damages arising out of the operation of
any bicycle or moped, nor shall anything in this section change any existing law, rule, or
procedure pertaining to any civil action.

(Added Section 6-13-96-Effective Upon Passage 7-1-96 ; Amended 12-20-99-Effective Upon Passage)

158-48 LIGHTS ON PARKED VEHICLES

Whenever a vehicle is parked or stopped upon a highway, whether attended or unattended,
during the period from one-half (1/2) hour after sunset or one-half (1/2) hour before sunrise, no
lights need be displayed upon such vehicle, if it is parked or stopped in accordance with the
provisions of this chapter and other ordinances of the Town.

GRANT OF EXCEPTIONS: SPECIAL PERMITS

158-49 RELIEF FROM ONE-WAY RESTRICTIONS

When it can be demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Chief of Police or his duly authorized
representative that the strict enforcement of Section 158-11 will cause an unreasonable hardship
on some particular person or persons relative to the loading or unloading of trucks or other
vehicles on such one-way streets, then in such event the Chief of Police, or his duly authorized
representative, is authorized to issue a special permit to such person or persons permitting a
variance from the provisions of Section 158-11. Any such special permit shall be in writing and
shall specify the nature of such variance and the place and period of time when such variance
shall be permitted. Such permit shall only be issued when it can be demonstrated to the
satisfaction of the Chief of Police, or his duly authorized representative, that the granting of such
permit will alleviate a clearly demonstrable hardship as distinguished form a special privilege or
convenience to the person or persons who seek such permit.

158-50 TRACTION ENGINES AND TRACTORS
The Chief of Police may issue special permits limited to such time as he may deem proper,
authorizing the operation upon a highway of traction engines or tractors having movable tracks

with transverse corrugations upon the periphery of such movable tracks. A fee of two dollars
($2.) shall be charged for each permit at the time of issuance.
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158-51 VEHICLES OF EXCESSIVE SIZE AND WEIGHT

The Chief of Police may, in his discretion, upon application in writing and good cause being
shown therefor, issue a special permit, in writing, authorizing the applicant to operate or move a
vehicle upon the highways of a size or weight exceeding the maximum specified of this
Article. Every such permit may designate the route to be traversed and contain any other
restrictions or conditions deemed necessary by the Chief of Police; provided, however, that the
Chief of Police, upon application in writing made by the owner or operator of three-axle trucks
hauling road construction materials and having a gross weight not exceeding forty-three
thousand nine hundred (43,900) pounds, a single-axle weight not exceeding eighteen thousand
(18,000) pounds and a tandem-axle weight not exceeding thirty-two thousand (32,000) pounds,
shall issue to such owner or operator, without cost, a permit in writing authorizing the operation
of such vehicles upon the highways. No such permit shall designate the route to be traversed or
contain restrictions or conditions not applicable to other vehicles in their general use of the
highways. The Chief of Police or other designated official, upon application in writing made by
the owner or operator of three-axle vehicles used exclusively for the mixing of concrete in transit
and having a gross weight not exceeding fifty thousand (50,000) pounds, a single-axle weight not
exceeding eighteen thousand (18,000) pounds and a tandem-axle weight not exceeding thirty-six
thousand (36,000) pounds, shall issue to such owner or operator, without cost, a permit in writing
authorizing the operation of such vehicles upon the highways. No such permit shall designate
the route to be traversed or contain restrictions or conditions not applicable to other vehicles of
this weight in their general use of the highways. No permit issued under this section providing
for a tandem-axle weight in excess of thirty-two thousand (32,000) pounds shall be issued to
include travel on federal interstate system of highways. Every such permit shall be carried in the
vehicle in which it refers and shall be open to inspection by any officer and any person violating
any condition of the permit shall be guilty of a violation of this Part 4.

158-52 PERMIT TO BE CARRIED IN VEHICLE; INSPECTION; PENALTY
Every permit required by Sections 158-49, 158-50 or 158-51 shall be carried in the vehicle to
which it refers and shall be open to inspection by any police officer, and any person violating any
of the terms or conditions of such special permit shall be punished as provided in Sections 158-
49, 158-50 or 158-51.

158-53 UNIFORM FINES AND COSTS FOR TRAFFIC AND PARKING VIOLATIONS

Fines assessed for parking in violation of Town parking ordinances shall be in accordance with
the following fine schedule:

Description of Violation Town Ordinance Fine Double Fine
Parking in Handicapped Space 158-1 $100.00 $200.00
Parking on Sidewalk 158-16(A)(1) $25.00 $50.00
Interfering with Driveway 158-16(A)(2) $25.00 $50.00
Parking within an intersection 158-16(A)(3) $25.00 $50.00
Parking within 15” of fire hydrant 158-16(A)(4) $25.00 $50.00
Parking on a crosswalk 158-16(A)(5) $25.00 $50.00
Parking within 20’ of corner/crosswalk 158-16(A)(6) $25.00 $50.00

158-26



Chapter 158 TOWN OF FRONT ROYAL MUNICIPAL CODE chapter 158

Parking within 30’ of stop sign/ traffic signal ~ 158-16(A)(7) $25.00 $50.00
Parking within 50° of railroad grade crossing ~ 158-16(A)(9) $25.00 $50.00
Double Parking 158-16(A)(12) $25.00 $50.00
Parking upon a bridge 158-16(A)(13) $25.00 $50.00
Official Sign prohibiting parking / yellow paint 158-16(A)(14) $25.00 $50.00
Parking in Fire Lane 158-16(A)(15) $25.00 $50.00
Failure to park right wheels to curb 158-16(A)(16) $25.00 $50.00
Parking trucks, trailers (residential) 158-19.1(B) $25.00 $50.00
Stopping on highway / Obstructing traffic 158-21 $25.00 $50.00
Failure to display current VA plates 158-26(A) $25.00 $50.00
Parking inoperative vehicle over 10 days 158-26(B) $25.00 $50.00
Failure to display Town auto sticker 160-10(D) $25.00 $50.00
Invalid State Inspection $25.00 $50.00

(Added Entire Section 9-10-01 and 9-28-15-Effective Upon Passage)

LAW ENFORCEMENT REQUESTED TOWING

(Added Sections 158-54 — 158-69 11-27-17)
158-54 PURPOSE

The purpose of this article is to ensure proper storage, availability and service by persons and
firms authorized to provide towing services at the request of the Warren County Sheriff’s Office,
the Front Royal Police Department, Virginia State Police and other law enforcement personnel.
The Towing Operators are deemed independent contractors and not employees of Warren
County, the Town of Front Royal, Virginia State Police, or other law enforcement agencies
assigned to Warren County or Front Royal.

158-55 DEFINITIONS

APPLICATION means an application for towing service within Warren County.

TOWING OPERATOR means a towing firm or service, with an established business office and
location within Warren County, which meets the requirements of this article and has entered into
an agreement to provide towing and recovery services at the request of the Sheriff’s Office,
Police Department or other law enforcement personnel.

COUNTY means Warren County, Virginia.

DMYV means Commonwealth of Virginia Division of Motor Vehicles.

EMERGENCY means a critical traffic problem, snow storm, ice storm, hurricane or other
extreme weather condition; parade or similar public event; disaster or similar event.

JOINT TOWING BOARD means the Joint Advisory Board on Towing which consists of seven
(7) members: three (3) law enforcement officers, including one from the Sheriff’s Office, one
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from the Police Department and one from Virginia State Police, three (3) representatives of
Towing and Recovery Businesses and one (1) citizen.

LAW ENFORCEMENT PERSONNEL OR LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY means a
law enforcement officer of Warren County, Town of Front Royal, Virginia State Police or
agency of such officers or other law enforcement agency assigned to Warren County.

POLICE DEPARTMENT means the Town of Front Royal Police Department.

RECEIPT means a printed, numerated and dated receipt that include tow company name,
company address and telephone number and receipt signed by owner/operator.

SCC means Commonwealth of Virginia State Corporation Commission.

SHERIFF’S OFFICE means the Warren County Sheriff’s Office.
SUSPENSION means temporary removal from the Towing List for a violation of this article or
breach of the towing service agreement.

TERMINATION means permanent removal from Towing List and rescission of towing service
agreement.

TOWING LIST means the list maintained of the Towing Operators authorized to respond the
Sheriff’s Office, Police Department or other law enforcement personnel’s request for the towing
of vehicles.

TOWING OPERATORS means those who own, lease, or operate a Towing Recovery
Business.

TOWING RECOVERY BUSINESS means any person, including a business offering services
involving the use of a tow truck, including those engaged in the business of (1) removing
disabled vehicles, parts of vehicles, or cargo to facilities for repair or safekeeping; and (2)
restoring to the highway or other location vehicles that have come to rest where they can’t be
operated. Such business shall have at least one (1) location, consisting of an office and storage
lot, within Warren County for at least six (6) months.

TOWING SERVICE AGREEMENT means the agreement between the Joint Towing Board
and the Towing Operator.

TOWN means the Town of Front Royal, Virginia.
158-56 GENERAL MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS
A. Required Vehicles and Equipment.

1. The Towing Recovery Business shall have available at least one (1) of the following
vehicles with valid Virginia license plates, inspection sticker and SCC/DMYV license.
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Tow Truck equipped with a wrecking crane capable of lifting a minimum of 8,000
pounds and up to a maximum of 10,000 pounds or the gross vehicle weight rating. Tow
truck must be equipped with a wheel lift capable of lifting a minimum of 1,500 pounds.

Flatbed Wrecker with at least an 8,000-pound winch and capable of transporting a
maximum of 7,000 pounds or the gross vehicle weight rating.

2. Each of the vehicles above shall be originally designed as tow trucks.

3. Each of the vehicles above shall be equipped with the following:

a

i

A chassis rated with sufficient gross vehicle weight to match the maximum capacity of
the crane mounted thereon;

. All-weather tires on the rear wheels;

At least one (1) fire extinguisher;

At least two (2) operable amber revolving or flashing emergency lights, mounted on the
highest part of the vehicle and visible from all sides;

One (1) operable air tank, when not equipped with air brakes. Flatbed Wreckers are
exempt from this requirement;

One (1) heavy-duty street broom and one (1) shovel;
Dollies, scotch blocks and snatch block;

Gas and oil absorbent material;

Reflective vest, shirt or jacket; and

Vehicle tow lights.

4. Heavy Duty Wreckers.

a.

For those Towing Operators who desire to be on the heavy-duty wrecker list, they shall
own or lease a minimum of two (2) towing/recovery trucks and at least one (1) road
tractor. One (1) truck shall have a minimum of 60,000 pounds rating and the second
truck shall have a minimum 40,000 pounds rating. All units shall have winches rated at
a minimum of 20,000 pounds. All units must have a boom that raises and lowers,
extends and retracts by hydraulics. All units must have a hydraulic under-lift rated to
raise 12,000 pounds at full extension.
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B.

C.

b.

C.

d.

€.

Towing Operators shall own, lease or have a written agreement with a subcontractor for
the following:

(i) Lowboy hydraulic operated trailer capable or transporting a wrecked or disabled
road tractor and/or debris;

(i1) Trailer forty-five (45) foot or longer box trailer;
(i11)) Dump truck, dump trailer or container;
(iv) Air cushions designed for and capable of up righting a loaded tractor and trailer;

(v) A skid steer loader, forklift or wheel loader capable of moving cargo and/or debris
from the highway; and

(vi) Adequate personnel to off-load cargo.
All loads must be secured with two-wheeled straps or safety chains.
All equipment must be equipped with legally required light and safety equipment.

All equipment must be in good working order with all equipment required in this
article.

Storage and Security of Vehicles

1

All Towing Operators shall have a secured lot for vehicles towed under this article.
Vehicles shall be stored at all times in said storage lot, storage facility or building or an
adjacent service bay.

A Towing Operator shall maintain and own or lease a dedicated storage area able to
contain all towed vehicles towed by the operator. Storage area shall be fully enclosed
by a commercial grade fence which is at least six (6) feet tall, or enclosed by a
permanent structure, have adequate lighting and remain reasonably clear of debris.
Towing Operators shall not share storage lots unless the shared storage lot is divided by
a six-foot high stationary fence with a separate locked entranced to each storage area.

The storage lot shall have a sign posted identifying the firm's name and telephone
number. Wrecker service facilities and equipment, including vehicles, office, telephone
lines, office equipment and storage facilities may not be shared with another wrecker
service. Vehicles towed at the request of Law Enforcement Personnel must be placed in
storage owned or leased and operated by the wrecker service on the Towing List.

4 The storage lot shall have a graveled or paved surface.

Insurance
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1. No Towing Service Agreement shall be signed until the Towing Operator has provided
evidence of the following insurance coverage for the duration of the Towing Service
Agreement by a company or companies licensed to do business in the commonwealth.
Any changes or lapses in insurance coverage shall immediately be reported to the Joint
Towing Board.

a. The Towing Operator shall be required to carry garage keeper’s legal liability
insurance in the minimum amount of seventy-five thousand dollars ($75,000.00) to
cover fire, theft, windstorm, vandalism and explosion for each lot. Towing Operators
on the heavy-duty wrecker list shall be required to carry garage keeper’s legal liability
insurance in the minimum amount of two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000.00).

b. Insurance sufficient to protect itself from any and all claims of loss, damage or bodily
injury, resulting from its acts or incurred in the operation of the Towing Operator’s
business equipment and vehicles pursuant to the Towing Service Agreement in the
amount of seven hundred fifty thousand dollars ($750,000.00) or the amount required
by the state (vehicle liability policy).

c. Insurance sufficient to cover claims under the Worker's Compensation Act, if
applicable, for all of its employees. If any work is sublet, the subcontractor shall
provide similar coverage.

2. The Towing Operator shall indemnify and hold harmless the Sheriff's Office, Police
Department, Virginia State Police, Warren County and Town of Front Royal, all other
law enforcement agencies assigned to Warren County including their agents, employees
and representatives from any and all claims, casualties, damages or injuries arising out of
its actions pursuant to the agreement.

158-57 APPLICATION FOR AGREEMENT

A.

Any Towing Operator desiring to perform towing work at the request a Law Enforcement
Agency shall submit an application for towing service in duplicate to the Joint Towing
Board. Prior performance and reputation in the community, as reported through the office of
citizen and consumer affairs and criminal history record information as supplied by
applicant, will be considered when a Towing Operator applies to perform towing services
under the Towing Service Agreement.

In order to be qualified for towing under this article, a Towing Operator shall operate the
Towing Recovery Business at said location within Warren County for a minimum of six (6)
months prior to applying for towing under this article. The six-month waiting period may be
waived for applicants who are currently authorized to tow under this article.

A Towing Operator may not make any changes that alter the information that was submitted
in the application unless first notifying the Joint Towing Board.
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D. The Application shall be submitted on forms provided by the Joint Towing Board and
includes the following information:

1.

10.

The name of the Towing Recovery Business to include the owners, members and/or
corporate officers.

The home and business addresses and phone numbers of the Towing Recovery Business,
owners, members and/or officers.

The location, size and security features of the storage lot on which the towed vehicles
will be stored. The storage facility shall be described in detail to include the size, the
lighting and the separate entrance. The storage facility may be a building or a lot which
shall be a minimum of one thousand five hundred (1,500) square feet for regular Towing
Operators or a minimum of three thousand (3,000) square feet for heavy-duty Towing
Operators.

The location in which the public must go to in order to claim stored vehicles.

. A statement of availability to provide towing service on a continuous twenty-four-hours-

a-day basis each day of the year.

A list of the towing equipment, its size and capacity. Towing Operators shall maintain
and register all trucks. A copy of property taxes showing taxes paid on trucks and
equipment domiciled within the county or town and each vehicle registration must be
submitted on an annual basis with application or reapplication.

A complete list of insurance policies, carriers and agents which would be in effect upon
execution of the Towing Services Agreement. Proof of the policy will be filed with the
Joint Towing Board. This information will include amount of coverage limits and include
worker's compensation, if applicable.

A statement that the Towing Operator accepts reasonable responsibility for any personal
property left in towed and stored vehicles, as may be otherwise determined by law, along
with a description of the secure place which will be used to store the property left in
towed or stored vehicles. A statement that the Towing Operator accepts reasonable
responsibility for a towed vehicle from the time hookup starts, until vehicle reaches the
intended destination.

Towing Operators must list two (2) telephone numbers at which they can be reached on a
twenty-four-hour-a-day basis. Specific times and days denoting business hours versus
nonbusiness hours must accompany the telephone number. Name of business and
telephone number must be posted in a conspicuous place at the place of business.

A statement from the zoning office of the local government entity in which the Towing
Recovery Business is located that the storage lot listed on the application meets all
required zoning requirements.
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11. A statement from the Treasurer and/or the town finance office that all financial
obligations are paid. All Towing Operators must be current in all financial obligations to
the County and/or Town.

12. A copy of declaration of personal property or business personal property on registered
equipment must be submitted annually.

13. All applicants shall pay an application fee, as established by the Joint Towing Board,
remitted to and collected by the Joint Towing Board.

158-58 INSPECTIONS OF TOWING OPERATOR

A.

All of the tow trucks, required equipment and storage facilities shall be inspected and
approved by the Joint Towing Board prior to use. In addition, all tow trucks and required
equipment shall conform to the provisions of Code of Virginia, § 46.2-1000 et seq. The Joint
Towing Board may periodically inspect all wreckers, equipment and storage facilities utilized
under this article. There will be an annual inspection of all wreckers, equipment and storage
facilities utilized under this article. For heavy-duty wreckers a CVSA sticker will also be
required.

. There shall be an annual inspection fee, as established by the Joint Towing Board, remitted to

and collected by the Joint Towing Board.

The Joint Towing Board shall give the Towing Operator written notice when the equipment
or storage facility is found to be unacceptable.

. Tow trucks and equipment or storage facilities that fail the inspection shall not be used by a

Towing Operator in the performance of its obligations under a Towing Services Agreement
until they pass inspection.

Failure to comply with any of the conditions stated above will result in suspension of the
Towing Operator from the Towing List until the corrections have been made. If the
corrections are not made within ten (10) calendar days, the Towing Operator shall be
terminated from the Towing List.

All applications for new Towing Operators to be included on the Towing List or applications
for renewals of Towing Operators shall be submitted to and shall only be received and
processed by the Joint Towing Board from May 1 to May 30 of each calendar year. The
calendar year for the application of this article shall be July 1 to June 30.

158-59 APPLICATION APPROVAL

A.

The Joint Towing Board shall conduct an investigation to determine the accuracy of the
information contained in the application and shall inspect the storage lot and equipment to be
used.
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B. Upon completion of the investigation, the Joint Towing Board shall determine whether the
applicant meets the requirements of this article. If the Joint Towing Board finds the applicant
qualified, he shall approve and sign the Towing Services Agreement. The applicant's name
shall be placed on the Towing List in a rotating order.

C. Ifthe Joint Towing Board finds the applicant unqualified, it shall indicate in writing the
reasons and return the application to the applicant.

158-60 DUTIES AND REQUIREMENTS OF TOWING OPERATORS

A. Towing Operators shall, at the request of and as directed by Law Enforcement Personnel, tow
vehicles in the County or Town in a manner that is damage-free to the vehicle being towed.
Towing Operators shall comply with all applicable federal, state and local laws and
regulations, including but not limited to, the securing of all necessary federal, state and local
licenses. All Towing Operators shall display a WT-Tag (tow truck for hire) and/or an IRP-
Tag (international registration plan).

B. All Towing Operators shall have the Towing Recovery Business’ name, town, state and
telephone numbers printed on both sides of the towing vehicle in letters and numerals of such
size, shape and color as to be readily legible during daylight hours from a distance of fifty
(50) feet while the vehicle is not in motion. No magnetic sign shall be used on vehicles.
Decals are permissible. The Towing Operator shall provide a business card to Law
Enforcement Personnel before leaving the scene. Each Towing Operator must be registered
with the Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles in the name of the Towing Recovery
Business and insured by the Towing Recovery Business.

C. Towing Operators shall provide twenty-four-hours-per-day towing service each day of the
year.

D. Towing Operators shall have available at all times sufficient and qualified personnel to
receive calls and execute the towing.

E. If a Towing Operator determines additional equipment is needed, the Law Enforcement
Personnel shall contact a different Towing Operator on the Towing List.

F. Towing Operators shall notify all Law Enforcement Agencies during normal business hours
forty-eight (48) hours prior to a change in their phone number. No answering service is
allowed.

G. The Towing Operator agrees to arrive on the scene within thirty (30) minutes of receiving a
call. If the Towing Operator fails to meet the specified time limit, the Law Enforcement
Personnel will notify a second Towing Operator. Once the second Towing Operator has been
requested, services from the first Towing Operator are considered canceled and the first
Towing Operator is not due any payment. Heavy-duty Towing Operators will have a forty-
five (45) minute time limit to arrive on scene.
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H. If in the judgment of the Joint Towing Board, excessive delays are caused by circumstances

e

K.

M.

N.

within the Towing Operator’s control, the Joint Towing Board may recommend the Towing
Operator be suspended/terminated from the Towing List.

Towing Operators shall have only those tow trucks owned or lease purchased by them
responding to calls for service.

If a tow truck is not available, then the Towing Operator shall immediately indicate to the
dispatcher that it cannot respond and the reason why. The dispatcher shall then notify the
next Towing Operator on the list.

Towing Operators may use crossovers located on the interstates or public highways that are
prohibited when directed to do so by Law Enforcement Personnel pursuant to Code of
Virginia, § 46.2-920.1.

All Towing Operators must possess a valid Virginia driver's license or commercial driver's
license, and medical certificate as may be required and be qualified to operate the tow vehicle
and its equipment.

All Towing Operators shall decline a service call if they consumed alcohol and or used any
drug or narcotic, either by a doctor's prescription or of their own free will within eight (8)
hours prior to a call for service.

Towing Operators shall remove all litter, glass and debris caused by the incident which
necessitated towing, including ordinary and reasonable quantities of oil and gas spillage as
determined by the Law Enforcement Personnel on the scene. If circumstances warrant
additional charges, they will be thoroughly documented and itemized.

All Towing Operators shall have the capability to accept cash and credit card as payment for
services under the agreement in the field at the time services are rendered.

The Towing Operator shall tow vehicles to any destination requested by the vehicle owner or
any Law Enforcement Personnel, after financial obligations have been finalized. The Towing
Operator shall not tow vehicles outside of the Warren County limits.

Any Towing Operator permanently ceasing to provide towing/recovery services shall, within
fifteen (15) days, notify the Joint Towing Board in writing.

158-61 RESPONSIBILITIES AND RECORDS OF TOWING OPERATORS

A.

If an owner or lien holder fails to claim any vehicle or if the Towing Operator wants to
satisfy any lien which it has on a vehicle, it shall be the Towing Operator’s responsibility to
dispose of or sell the vehicle in compliance with the Virginia State Code.
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B.

C.

D.

The Towing Operator shall be reasonably responsible for vehicles towed and any contents
from the time the vehicle is towed until one (1) of the following events occur:

1. The vehicle is delivered to a location specified by the owner or other authorized person;

2. The vehicle and property is released to and accepted by the owner or authorized person in
the same condition as originally towed; or

3. The vehicle is otherwise disposed of according to law.

Towing Operators shall secure all personal property at the scene of a collision to the extent
possible and preserve personal property in a vehicle which is about to be towed.

The Towing Recovery Business shall keep records of all vehicles which have been towed
pursuant to the Towing Services Agreement. These records shall include, at a minimum, the
date and time of tow, the vehicle's license number and state of issue, the vehicle's
identification number, the year, make, model and color of the vehicle, the location from
which it was towed, the charges for towing and storage, the disposition of vehicle and date of
disposition.

1. Such records shall be available for inspection by the Joint Towing Board during the
Towing Recovery Business' normal business hours.

2. The Towing Recovery Business shall retain a copy of these records for a period of at least
twelve (12) months from the date of the tow.

Towing Operators shall promptly arrange for the release of vehicles towed or stored pursuant
to this article. There shall be an attendant available from the hours of 8:00 a.m. through 5:00
p.m., except on weekends and state holidays, for the purpose of permitting inspections or
releasing stored vehicles. After hours the owner or attendant must be available by telephone.
The owner or attendant must be available twenty-four-hours-a-day, each day of the year for
the purpose of releasing stored vehicles.

1. Towing Operators, upon receiving a request to release or permitting an inspection of a
stored or seized vehicle from the owner, operator or other authorized person, shall release
that vehicle to the owner or other authorized person between the hours 8:00 a.m. and 5:00
p.m. within a thirty-minute timeframe.

2. Towing Operators, upon receiving a request to release or permit an inspection of a stored
vehicle by an owner or authorized person during other than normal business hours, shall
allow and otherwise require two (2) hours-notice for the release of such motor vehicle.
The foregoing notice provision shall apply likewise for the release of personal property
and contents within the vehicle. All fees charged for any off-hour release/inspection shall
be no more than one (1) day of storage.
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3. Upon request, Towing Operators shall distribute to the owner, operator or authorized
agent a copy of the complaint procedures form.

4. Towing Operators shall not release any vehicle designated as "seized" or "seized for
forfeiture" by a Law Enforcement Agency until the Towing Operator obtains permission
from the requesting agency. The Towing Operator shall bill the requesting agency for the
cost of the tow.

Towing Operators shall not release any vehicle that has a "hold" on property contained

within such vehicle without first obtaining authorization from the requesting Law

Enforcement Agency.

Whenever the Towing Operator is requested to remove a vehicle and the owner of the

vehicle, or their authorized agent or driver, is not at the scene at the time of the tow, Law

Enforcement Personnel is requested to complete a tow sheet form that includes the following:

1. Owners name and address, if known;

2. Description of the vehicle and any visible prior damage;

3. Storage facility name and address;

4. Inventory of accessible contents of the vehicle; and

5. One (1) copy shall be given to the Towing Operator, one (1) copy to the owner of the
vehicle and one (1) copy retained by the Law Enforcement Agency.

All records relating to Towing Operator’s application and insurance shall be made available
for inspection by the Joint Towing Board after a Freedom of Information Act request is filed.

158-62 ROTATION SYSTEM

A.

The Joint Towing Board shall ensure that Towing Operators are called on a rotating basis
according to the Towing List. Being placed on the Towing List does not guarantee a
particular number or quantity of calls; does not guarantee an equivalent number of calls to
every Towing Operator on the list; nor entitle any Towing Operator on the list to any
compensation as a consequence for not being called in accordance with the Towing List or
when removed from the Towing List.

The owner or operator of a vehicle to be towed shall be asked to specify the Towing Operator
of his choice, whether or not authorized by Law Enforcement Personnel, unless the vehicle
constitutes a traffic hazard and the requested Towing Operator will have an unacceptable
response time. If the owner or operator requests a specific Towing Operator, the Law
Enforcement Personnel shall complete an owner request form which shall be signed by the
owner or operator of the vehicle.
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C.

The Law Enforcement Personnel shall not call any Towing Operator who does not have a
Towing Services Agreement unless all Towing Operators on the Towing List are unavailable
or an Emergency exists. In the event of an emergency or no availability of Towing Operators
on the Towing List, Law Enforcement Personnel and the Virginia Department of Motor
Vehicles (VDOT) can request Towing Recovery Businesses outside of Warren County.

In an emergency, a supervisor of a Law Enforcement Agency may call a Towing Operator
out of sequence in order to shorten response time to the scene of the incident. However, any
Towing Operators which are randomly used during suspensions of the Towing List must be
reported to communications for record purposes.

Law Enforcement Personnel at the scene may reject the services of the Towing Operator
dispatched when the Towing Operator arrives with inadequate equipment to perform the tow.
Unfitness shall include, but not limited to, possession of inadequate equipment to perform the
tow, or operated by personnel who, due to drugs, alcohol or other incapacity, are not likely to
perform the tow safely. In the event that the Towing Operator is determined to be unfit, Law
Enforcement Personnel shall notify communications to dispatch the next Towing Operator on
the Towing List and shall file a written report with the Joint Towing Board

Law Enforcement Personnel will call another Towing Operator if the first Towing Operator
fails to answer the telephone or receives a busy signal after two (2) attempts.

If the Towing Operator does not answer the telephone or refuses the call, the Towing
Operator loses that turn in rotation and will not be called until the Towing List rotates to their
name again. If the Towing Operator responds to a call, it shall be placed at the bottom of the
Towing List, unless the Towing Operator through no fault of its own is not used and receives
no compensation for the call. In that event, it shall be placed back at the top of the Towing
List.

158-63 COMPENSATION

A.

All costs incident to towing and storage shall be paid by the owner or other authorized person
of the towed and stored vehicle to the Towing Operator. In those cases involving "seized"
vehicles, the owner shall reimburse the requesting Law Enforcement Agency for the towing
costs.

The towing and storage fees charged by the Towing Operator shall be reasonable in light of
those charged by other Towing Operators in the county for comparable service. There shall
be no additional charges for mileage. No charges imposed for the storage of vehicles for a
period of twenty-four (24) hours or less shall exceed charges imposed for one (1) day of
storage.

An itemized receipt for payment, which sets forth the cost of towing, excessive cleanup,
storage, and repairs shall be issued to the owner/operator or other authorized person. Said
receipt shall also include a signature line for the owner/operator or other authorized person
acknowledging receipt of the vehicle.
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D. All Towing Operators shall submit their current pricing to the Joint Towing Board related to
towing, recovery, winching, storage charges and administrative charges. No administrative
charges shall be incurred for the first twenty-four (24) hours of storage and no administrative
fee or charge shall exceed ninety-five dollars ($95.00). Written notice of these fees shall be
available at the request of the owner or operator of the vehicle's request.

158-64 SOLICITATION BY TOWING OPERATORS

A. No Towing Operator shall respond to an accident, scene of an emergency or mechanical
breakdown for the purpose of towing vehicles unless specifically called there by Law
Enforcement Personnel, or the person involved in the accident or emergency. Violation of
this section shall result in suspension from the Towing List for thirty (30) days for the first
offense, sixty (60) days for the second offense, and termination from the Towing List for a
third offense for a period of twelve (12) months.

1. The Law Enforcement Personnel shall direct the Towing Operator to leave even if the
Towing Operator would otherwise have been called to the location.

2. The Law Enforcement Personnel may direct the Towing Operator to provide necessary
services in such instances when immediate assistance is necessary to protect persons or

property.

B. Towing Operators are prohibited from soliciting business at the scene of accidents,
emergencies or mechanical breakdowns.

158-65 PROHIBITED PRACTICES

A. A violation of any of the following may subject the Towing Operator to suspension from the
Towing List:

1. Deliberate failure of a Towing Operator to respond to calls;

2. Securing a Towing Services Agreement by fraud or concealment of a material fact;
3. Violation of the Towing Services Agreement;

4. Chronic or repeated violations of this article;

5. A single violation of this article including not limited to:
a. Running unauthorized calls;

b. Overcharges;

c. Alcohol or drug use;
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d. Tardiness more than five (5) times in a six-month period,

e. Failure to notify the Joint Towing Board with immediate changes regarding
insurance, taking on new members, owners, corporate officers or any other changes
regarding anything listed in the Application;

f.  Fraudulent acts with respect to this article;
g. Failure to comply with the rules and regulations of Code of Virginia § 46.2-2820 et
seq.; or

h. Violate any laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia, the County of Warren, or the
Town of Front Royal, which are considered a felony or misdemeanor.

158-66 COMPLAINTS

A.

Any Towing Operator who believes he has been unfairly treated by Law Enforcement
Personnel may file a written complaint with the Joint Towing Board.

Any person who believes a violation of this article has occurred may file a complaint against
a Towing Operator. Joint Towing Board will provide the complainant with a complaint form
to be filled out and returned to the Joint Towing Board. The complaints shall be investigated
by the Joint Towing Board.

After an investigation of the complaint, the Joint Tow Board shall notify the complainant of
the results of the investigation and any action as a result of the complaint.

The local office of the Virginia State Police shall use the Towing List on law enforcement
requested calls in Warren County. By agreement with the local office of the Virginia State
Police, the Joint Towing Board shall investigate towing complaints for both state and county
calls. Any imposed disciplinary action shall be binding on all law enforcement initiated calls
for towing service.

158-67 SUSPENSION OR TERMINATION OF TOWING OPERATORS

A.

Any Law Enforcement Agency, upon investigation of the facts, may recommend that a
Towing Operator be heard by the Joint Towing Panel for any violation of the provisions of
this article.

The Joint Towing Board shall provide the Towing Operator with written notice of said
violation. Notification of the date, time and location of a hearing on the violation shall also
be provided.

. The Joint Towing Board has the authority to suspend or terminate Towing Operators through

due process.
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158-68 APPEALS PROCESS AND HEARING

A. In the event that a representative from a Towing and Recovery Business that sits on the Joint
Towing Panel lodges a complaint against another Towing Operator, said representative shall
abstain from the hearing.

B. The Law Enforcement Personnel involved in the incident shall be responsible for presenting
the allegations against a Towing Operator to the Joint Towing Panel members and may call
witnesses and ask questions of any witness.

C. If complainant is not present, the complaint form will be presented to the Joint Towing Panel
as complainant's evidence/testimony.

D. The Towing Operator shall be allowed an opportunity to attend the hearing and bring any
witnesses that were directly involved in the incident where the accused Towing Operator was
charged with a violation of this article. The Towing Operator will be allowed to present
evidence/testimony supporting his/her case to the Joint Towing Panel. The Towing Operator
may make an opening statement, ask witnesses questions and make a closing statement.

E. No attorneys will be allowed to attend this administrative hearing on behalf of a complainant
or defendant.

F. No witnesses, except for those being questioned, will be allowed in the room during the
administrative hearing.

G. The Joint Towing Panel, after hearing evidence presented, shall render a decision. If the
accused Towing Operator is present, the chairman presiding over the hearing shall
immediately verbally notify the accused of the decision. A written notification shall be
prepared and sent to the Towing Operator through first class postage with the U.S. Postal
Service and a copy of the decision will be sent to each Law Enforcement Agency. If the
Towing Operator is not present at the conclusion of the hearing to receive the verbal
notification of the panel, the Towing Operator shall waive the right to immediate notification
of the decision.

H. The decision of the Joint Towing Panel is final.
158-69 AMENDMENTS TO ORDINANCE

A. The Joint Towing Board will recommend revisions to this ordinance to the Warren County
Board of Supervisors and the Front Royal Town Council.

B. All proposed revisions shall be discussed with the Joint Towing Board and their input will be
considered in each proposed revision.
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C. Revisions shall be in effect from the date on which the amendments to the Town and County
Code with identical language are adopted by the Warren County Board of Supervisors and
the Front Royal Town Council.

D. Towing Operators on the Towing List shall be given written notification of any amendments
ten (10) days prior to the revision being adopted.

(Added Sections 158-54 — 158-69 “Law Enforcement Requested Towing” 11-27-17-Effective Upon Passage)
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